Graphical Abstract

Data-Driven KNN Modeling via Optimized Weighted Distance Learning

Liangliang Zhuang, Gauthier Barbosa, Zhisheng Ye

_—— e == —

Weighted
Distance

Continuous Linearized Optimization

Features

Surrogate

Objective

Prediction .
Function

Function

Weight
Estimation

Prediction

- -

Weighted
Features Neighbor ﬁ
: & Theoretical Estimation
Categorical .
Features Labels Analysis V

Min.
l J k Erlrl(l)r

-

Fisher Consistency



Data-Driven KNN Modeling via Optimized Weighted Distance
Learning

Liangliang Zhuang®, Gauthier Barbosa”*, Zhisheng YeP

@School of Economics and Management, Department of Management Science and Engineering, Nanjing
University of Science and Technology, Nanjing, 210094, China
b Department of Industrial Systems Engineering €& Management, National University of Singapore, 117576,
Singapore

Abstract

Many tabular prediction tasks involve predictors with different representations, for
which standard KNN may be limited by its fixed distance metric and uniform neighbor
weighting. This can lead to poorly represented neighborhood structures and suboptimal
predictive performance. To overcome these limitations, we propose a data-driven KNN
framework that incorporates an optimized, weighted distance function. Specifically, we ex-
tend classical KNN by introducing feature- and neighbor-level weights, enabling the model
to better account for mixed feature types and local sample relevance. We then develop a
tractable linear approximation to the learning objective, reformulating it as a large-scale
linear program that allows efficient estimation of weights. Theoretically, we prove that the
proposed method preserves the locality principle fundamental to KNN and satisfies Fisher
consistency under standard asymptotic conditions. Experiments on simulated data and sev-
eral real-world datasets demonstrate that our method achieves competitive and stable per-
formance relative to existing KNN variants. In particular, the simulation results illustrate
its empirical robustness under different data-generating mechanisms, feature-importance
patterns, and response-noise levels.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background

In the era of big data, the volume and complexity of data are increasing, driving indus-
tries such as manufacturing, finance, and healthcare to leverage machine learning methods
for data modeling and analysis [1-3]. Among these methods, the k-nearest neighbors (KNN)
algorithm stands out as a simple yet effective non-parametric approach for classification and
regression [4]. Due to its interpretability and ease of implementation, KNN has been widely
applied in fields such as image recognition [5], recommendation systems [6], bioinformatics
[7], and text classication [8]. The core idea of KNN is to predict the label or value of a
target sample by identifying its k£ nearest neighbors based on distance metrics. This method
performs particularly well on datasets with clear local structures [9]. However, real-world
data often include a mix of continuous, categorical, and other data types. For example,
in industrial quality control, variables like temperature, pressure, and cycle time are con-
tinuous, while equipment model and defect type are categorical. In marketing, customer
income is numerical, while purchase preferences and satisfaction ratings are categorical or
discrete-valued.

A compelling example comes from medical diagnostics—for instance, in predicting heart
disease risk—where datasets often contain predictors with different representations, includ-
ing numerical measurements (e.g., blood pressure) and categorical variables (e.g., gender,
smoking status, and symptom categories). This mix of data types makes it difficult for
traditional KNN methods to perform effectively. As shown in Figure 1, even though patient
A and patient B have nearly identical blood pressure, they differ in symptom severity—a
feature more relevant to disease risk. Nonetheless, traditional KNN tends to select neigh-
bors primarily based on proximity in the numerical dimension, while failing to adequately
account for the information carried by discrete or categorical predictors, which may lead to
poor predictions. This example highlights a broader challenge in tabular data with predic-
tors of different representations: how to design a distance metric that adaptively balances
feature contributions and reflects their relative relevance to the prediction task. In this
work, we address this problem by learning feature-specific weights in a unified, data-driven

optimization framework.
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Figure 1: Illustration of misclassification risk in traditional KNN when feature relevance is not adequately
reflected in the distance metric, where selected neighbors may be close in one feature but differ in risk-

relevant attributes.

1.2. Related Work

To improve the predictive performance of KNN in increasingly complex data settings,
numerous KNN variants have been proposed in recent years. These approaches can be
broadly categorized into four main directions. One line of research aims to improve similar-
ity measures for KNN by capturing richer structural information than traditional metrics
such as Hamming or Jaccard distances. Le and Ho [10] introduced association-based dis-
similarity metrics that account for feature co-occurrence patterns, while Ienco et al. [11]
proposed context-sensitive distance learning that adapts to local data structure. Boriah
et al. [12] showed that incorporating similarity matrices can enhance KNN’s discriminative
power. A second research direction focuses on feature weighting, where the aim is to assign
higher importance to informative attributes during distance computation. This is particu-
larly beneficial for categorical data, where treating all features equally can obscure relevant
patterns. Chen and Guo [13] proposed a ranking-based scheme that assigns larger weights to
more discriminative features. Nababan et al. [14] used gain-ratio scores to quantify feature
relevance, while Karabulut et al. [15] explored weighting strategies specifically tailored for
categorical feature spaces. These approaches consistently demonstrate improved predictive
performance by embedding feature relevance into the similarity metric.

A third line of research focuses on adaptive and weighted KNN methods, which modify
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the construction of neighborhood sets or adjust neighbor contributions during aggregation.
Instead of relying on a fixed k, some approaches dynamically determine the neighborhood
size based on local data characteristics. For instance, Han et al. [16] proposed a weighted
adaptive KNN algorithm, while Ougiaroglou et al. [17] and Garcia-Pedrajas et al. [18] intro-
duced dynamic k-selection strategies that respond to local distributional structures. Other
studies refine the aggregation mechanism by assigning different importance to neighbors.
Rastin et al. [19] developed a relevance-based weighting scheme based on proximity and
label similarity. Amer et al. [20] introduced a local mean-based fuzzy KNN framework
that computes class memberships using class-wise local mean representations. Abdalla and
Amer [21] proposed a locally informed weighted KNN that assigns and updates instance-
level weights during prediction. Amer et al. [22] incorporated neighborhood-consistency
scores, such as proximity ratios, as weighting factors, while Amer et al. [23] applied distance-
and rank-based weighting schemes within the standard KNN framework. Finally, Abdalla
et al. [24] modified the decision mechanism by adopting class-wise neighbor selection and
mean-based fuzzy membership aggregation. A fourth research direction focuses on ensemble
methods. These approaches enhance predictive performance by combining multiple KNN
variants within a unified aggregation framework. For instance, Ali et al. [25] proposed an
ExNRule-based ensemble using extended neighborhood rules, while Ali et al. [26] further
incorporated random projection and out-of-bag model selection to improve robustness and
diversity. Similarly, Abdalla et al. [27] integrated three distinct KNN variants into a single
ensemble model, aggregating their class-wise outputs through additive weighting to obtain
the final prediction.

Table 1 summarizes recent KNN-based algorithms and their main strengths and limi-
tations. Although these methods have improved KNN from different perspectives, most still
face challenges in mixed-type settings: (i) similarity-based methods are typically designed
for single-type features; (ii) feature-weighting methods improve discrimination but often
lack flexibility across heterogeneous feature types; (iii) adaptive neighbor-weighting meth-
ods enhance local adaptability, but they usually operate on a predefined distance structure
and therefore do not explicitly learn a task-adaptive metric for heterogeneous data; (iv)
ensemble-based methods improve robustness and predictive performance, but usually intro-
duce substantially higher computational complexity.

Table 2 summarizes representative KNN variants across key methodological aspects.

Beyond the four main research directions discussed above, Ali et al. [28] proposed a double-
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Table 1: Representative KNN variants across four research directions with their main strengths, limitations,

and applications.

Category Method References  Strengths Weaknesses Application
i) Similarity mea- [10-12] Improved distance  Struggles with mixed data; Primarily for homo-
sures metrics; Context-aware Data heterogeneity geneous datasets
similarity
(ii) Feature weighting [13-15] Enhances classification; Mixed-type difficulty; Com- Datasets with clearly
Weights important fea- putational overhead important features
tures
(iii) Neighbor selection [16-24] Dynamic k; Weighted Higher computational cost; Varying data density
and weighting neighbor selection Complex implementation scenarios
(iv) Ensemble methods — [25-27] Improves  robustness; Higher computational cost; Complex classifica-
Enhances diversity Reduced interpretability tion tasks

weighted KNN framework that combines feature-level and neighbor-level weighting, which
can be viewed as a hybrid of these two strategies. In general, many recent KNN extensions
improve predictive performance by introducing distance-based or rule-driven reweighting
mechanisms for neighbor contributions. For example, in Amer et al. [20] and Abdalla and
Amer [21], neighbor weights are computed using predefined scoring schemes such as prox-
imity ratios, distance-based interpolation, or rank-based rules within the standard KNN
framework. These approaches enhance discrimination at the neighbor aggregation stage
while operating under a fixed distance structure. Although such strategies can effectively
refine local decision boundaries, the underlying feature distance is typically specified a pri-
ori after encoding and is not learned through a unified optimization objective. As a result,
the relative importance of heterogeneous feature types (e.g., continuous, and categorical)
is not directly optimized with respect to prediction error. In mixed-type tabular settings,
where feature scales and informational contributions differ substantially, explicitly learning
a task-adaptive distance metric may lead to a more representative neighborhood structure
and improved generalization.

To address these limitations, this study introduces a data-driven KNN framework based
on an optimized weighted distance metric. Unlike rule-based reweighting approaches, the
proposed method formulates weight learning as a unified optimization problem, directly
minimizing a prediction-error-driven objective under explicit constraints. The framework is

further motivated by correlation constructions in Gaussian process models, which provide
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a principled way to quantify similarity among predictors with different representations [29-
32]. By adaptively emphasizing informative features and down-weighting irrelevant ones, the
proposed approach constructs a more appropriate distance structure and thereby improves

predictive accuracy and stability [33, 34].

Table 2: Summary of representative KNN research directions and the proposed method across several

methodological aspects.

Method Feature weights ~ Neighbor weights ~ Unified optimization = References
Similarity measures X X X [10-12]
Feature weighting 4 X X [13-15]
Neighbor selection and weighting X v X [16—-24]
Ensemble methods X 4 X [25-27]
Double-weighted KNN v v X (28]
LP-based weighted KNN (Proposed) v v v This paper

Building on this idea, we introduce a general weighted distance formulation into the
KNN framework. Unlike prior approaches that focus solely on feature weighting, our method
incorporates both feature-level and neighbor-level weights. This combined weighting scheme
addresses imbalances in feature contributions and refines distance measurement by jointly
considering feature relevance and neighbor influence. To efficiently estimate the feature
weights, a linearized approximation of the prediction error is employed, enabling the op-
timization problem to be cast as a large-scale linear programming (LP) problem. A key
theoretical contribution lies in establishing that the proposed model preserves the core KNN
principle of “similarity by proximity”. Building on this foundation, we further prove that
the model satisfies Fisher consistency under asymptotic conditions, ensuring convergence to
the Bayes optimal rule as the sample size increases. The main contributions of this paper

are as follows:
o A data-driven KNN framework is proposed that integrates both feature-level and

neighbor-level weights to construct a task-adaptive weighted distance.

e A linearized approximation method is introduced to construct a tractable LP formu-

lation for estimating feature weights adaptively, thereby avoiding exhaustive search.

o Fisher consistency is proved, ensuring asymptotic convergence to the Bayes-optimal

predictor.



The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the model framework.
Sections 3 and 4 give the data-driven weighted KNN model and its implementation. The-
oretical analysis is provided in Section 5. Sections 6 and 7 present simulation studies and
real-world applications, respectively. Conclusions and discussions are presented in Section 8,

and additional results and technical proofs are provided in the supplementary material.

2. Framework Overview and Weighted Distance

Figure 2 illustrates the overall structure of the proposed data-driven weighted KNN
framework. The method comprises four core components: feature-weighted distance compu-
tation, linearized weight estimation, prediction, and theoretical consistency analysis. Specifi-
cally, the model takes a tabular feature matrix as input and improves similarity measurement

by learning optimized feature weights, thereby enhancing predictive accuracy.
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Figure 2: Overview of the proposed data-driven weighted KNN framework: feature-weighted distance learn-

ing, LP-based weight estimation via linearized optimization, prediction, and Fisher-consistency analysis.



We begin by formalizing the input representation. Consider a subject with a response
y and a feature vector & = (w, z) comprising both continuous factors w = (w!,..., w?)

and categorical factors z = (21, ..

., 29). Suppose we observe n independent observations of
(x,y). The full dataset can be written as an input matrix = (x1,...,x,) € R™? and an
output vector y = (y1,...,yn), where we denote J = p + ¢ as the total number of features.

To improve the predictive performance of KNN, we propose a distance function that
incorporates feature-specific weights. Let o = (a,...,ay)" denote the vector of positive
weights associated with the features. These weights are used to compute a weighted distance

between data points, as outlined in Definition 1.

Definition 1 (Weighted Distance). Consider two data points x; and xy from the dataset.

The distance between these two vectors is defined as:

[
da(xiaxi’) = Z@j%’(l‘{,l‘i)% (1)
j=1

where dr(xz,:vg,) represents the distance between the j-th features of elements i and i'; this
distance can be Euclidean, Hamming, Manhattan, or any other suitable metric [35]. The

weights o, . . ., ay determine the relative contribution of each feature in the overall distance.

To provide further intuition, consider again the medical diagnostic scenario introduced
earlier, where the dataset includes blood pressure (numerical) together with categorical or
discrete clinical descriptors such as gender and symptom severity levels. Suppose that symp-
tom severity is more relevant to the prediction task than gender. In Equation (1), assigning
a larger weight a; to symptom severity increases its contribution to the overall distance.
Consequently, two patients with similar blood pressure but substantially different symptom
severity will have a larger weighted distance and are therefore less likely to be selected as
neighbors. In contrast, less informative features with smaller weights contribute less to the
distance computation. Through this adaptive weighting mechanism, the distance metric re-
flects task-specific feature relevance rather than treating all features equally. The weighted
distance defined above plays a central role in the proposed framework, as it allows more
informative features to exert greater influence in both neighbor selection and prediction.
When the feature weights are strictly positive, this distance function satisfies the four fun-
damental properties of a metric—mon-negativity, identity of indiscernibles, symmetry, and

the triangle inequality. A formal proof is provided in Supplementary Section S1.
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Building on the weighted distance formulation, the proposed framework incorporates an
additional neighbor-level weighting scheme to enhance prediction accuracy. This is imple-
mented via a surrogate prediction function that accounts for neighbor influence. To enable
efficient training, we linearize the surrogate function and objective, leading to a tractable
LP for learning feature weights (Section 3). Once trained, predictions are made using a

standard KNN structure augmented with learned weights (Section 4).

3. Weight Estimation via Linearized Optimization

We propose a tractable approach to estimate the feature-level weights a used in the
distance function. To avoid the intractability of direct nonlinear optimization, we introduce
a differentiable surrogate prediction function and linearize it via first-order Taylor expansion
(see Section 3.1). Based on this linearization, we formulate a convex objective for estimating
the feature weights &, enabling efficient training and adaptive feature reweighting of the

model (see Section 3.2).

3.1. Surrogate Prediction Function

A common KNN predictor uses hard voting over the k nearest neighbors through an
indicator rule. However, this discrete mechanism does not readily accommodate feature-
specific weighting or enable smooth optimization. Following the soft similarity idea of Tan
[36], we replace hard voting with a distance-based weighting scheme: each training sample
x; contributes to the prediction at @; with weight w;(xy) = (1 + da(azi,mi/)Q)_l/k. This
function ensures that closer neighbors receive more influence, while the parameter k controls
the rate of decay: smaller values emphasize locality, whereas larger values allow broader
neighborhoods to contribute. Figure 3 visualizes this effect, and further interpretation is
provided in supplementary Section S2.

Using this distance-based weighting, the surrogate predicted output for each data point

x; is defined as: .
Zi’:l yi/wi<wi/)
~ il #i

> -y wilTi)

i #i

Note that this formulation is used exclusively during the training phase to estimate a. It
serves as a differentiable and analytically tractable surrogate for KNN-based prediction,

enabling us to define a continuous loss function over the entire training set.
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Figure 3: Decay of the importance function (1+z?) with distance x for different k; smaller k emphasizes

locality via faster decay.

However, despite its smoothness, the surrogate still involves nonlinear distance compu-
tations that complicate direct optimization. To enable a tractable optimization procedure,
we linearize the surrogate prediction function defined in Equation (2). Specifically, we apply
a first-order Taylor expansion to the kernel function (1 4 z)~* as x — 0, which yields:

1
(1+a)

This approximation is valid when the weighted distances between data points are sufficiently

=1—az+ o(x).

small. Fortunately, this condition can be enforced without affecting neighbor selection:
scaling the weight vector ac by a positive constant A\ does not alter the ordering of distances,
i.e., do and d), induce the same k-nearest neighbors.

This scaling invariance allows us to normalize the weights so that all pairwise distances
satisfy do(x;, ;) < 1, ensuring the validity of the linear approximation. In practice, this
constraint also simplifies implementation—since only the relative values of o matter—and
enables easy verification by checking that max; ;s do (i, z;/)? < 1.

This allows each neighbor weight to be approximated via a first-order Taylor expansion,

retaining only the leading quadratic term in distance [37]. For any pair of points (x;, x;),

we have:
1 1
~ 1 — —do(s, )’ do (i, 2r)?).
A+ da(mo e~ L el @ oldelen ze))
Applying this approximation, the numerator becomes Y 5, yi [1 — d2(x;, ) /k], and

il #i
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the denominator becomes n— >, _, d2(x;, x;)/k. Substituting into the prediction rule and
i £
simplifying gives the linearized approximation for the predicted output, denoted as ¢;*?,

which represents the first-order approximation of ¢;:

n

1 1 1 &
N~ AP . - . .,2 —_— . -112
i ~ g = - ;l v |1 kda(wz,:c,) + oy A/E/ 1da(sc,,a:l )| (3)
i =

This expression is obtained by omitting higher-order terms, assuming that distances
raised to the fourth power and beyond are negligible. Intuitively, this approximation lin-
earizes the original nonlinear weighting function via a first-order Taylor expansion in a local
neighborhood where pairwise distances are small, yielding a prediction expression that is
approximately linear in a. Since scaling a does not change the distance ordering, the
approximation does not affect neighbor selection, and the neglected higher-order terms in-
troduce only minor errors. As a result, ;" becomes an explicit and approximately linear
function of a, which is used in the next subsection to construct the LP-based training
objective.

Remark. The use of linear programming in the proposed framework is not merely a
choice of optimization solver, but a direct consequence of the model design. By linearizing
the prediction error with respect to the feature weights, the original nonlinear weighting
problem is transformed into a structured linear program with well-defined constraints and
a globally optimal solution. In contrast to approaches that rely on grid search or local
update rules for weight selection, the LP formulation provides a stable and interpretable
mechanism for learning the weights and can be solved efficiently using standard LP solvers.
This formulation also naturally supports the joint learning of feature-level and neighbor-
level weights within a unified framework, which is difficult to achieve in existing weighted

or metric-learning KNN methods.

3.2. Objective Function

Having obtained the linear approximation of the predicted output (Equation (3)), we
now formulate an optimization problem to learn the feature weights . The goal is to
minimize the discrepancy between the linearized prediction and the true response over the
training data. For regression tasks, we adopt the absolute error as the loss criterion, leading

to the following objective:
IR
L) = EZ 19 — yil,
i=1
12



where ¢J; denotes the linearized prediction for observation i, as defined in Equation (3). For
notational simplicity, we drop the superscript “app”.

To enable efficient optimization, we express the absolute value using auxiliary slack
variables e; > 0, satisfying: e; > v; — vy;, and e; > y; — ;. This reformulation converts the
non-smooth objective into a linear program, allowing the entire estimation procedure to be
solved using standard LP solvers. It also avoids potential instability associated with direct
optimization over non-differentiable loss functions.

Based on the linearized prediction function and absolute error loss, the feature weights

a can be estimated by solving the following linear program:

min — e;
a7e7g n .

st. e > Ui — i,

e = Yi — Ui
ol 1 I ) (4)
Y; = —Z:lylx 1 — Eda(m“wi/) —f—Ei/Z_:lda(mi,miu) ,

i £ B

To guarantee that this LP is well-defined for any dataset, we next establish Theorem 1,
which shows that the feasible set is nonempty under a mild scaling of the feature weights and

that the resulting problem is convex. The proof is provided in supplementary Section S3.1.

Theorem 1 (Feasibility and Convexity). Under the distance definition in Definition 1, the
LP described above is convexr and is feasible. In particular, feasibility can be ensured by

selecting the weights o; such that aj_l = 20 - max; ; d, (a:f, a:{,)?

Convexity follows directly since the objective function and all constraints are linear in
the decision variables (o, 9y, e). As a result, the optimization falls within the class of LPs,
for which global optima can be found efficiently. In terms of scalability, the total number
of decision variables is 2n 4 ¢/, which grows linearly with the sample size n and the number
of features /. This ensures that the problem remains computationally tractable for a wide

range of practical datasets.
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4. Prediction Procedure and Algorithmic Implementation

Having formulated a complete linear optimization problem for learning feature-specific
distances, we now present the implementation of the proposed method. This section includes
the procedure for making predictions on new data (see Section 4.1), algorithmic workflow,

and computational complexity analysis (see Section 4.2).

4.1. Prediction Using the Learned Distance Metric

Once the feature weights & are learned—Dby solving the LP defined in Theorem 1 using
a standard solver (see supplementary Section S4)—predictions for new data points are made
using a k-nearest neighbors procedure. Let neigh, (a,) denote the indices of the k training
points closest to a new input a,, as measured by the learned distance metric dg. The choice
of k follows standard practice and is determined via cross-validation on the training set. Each
neighbor x; € neigh,(x,) contributes a weight given by: w;(x,) = (1 + da(x;, 5135)2)_1/11‘C . The

final predicted output g, is computed as:

Definition 2 (Prediction Rule). Given a new input x,, the predicted output g, is:

)
1ENEL x Yiwi\ Ty ; , ]
1 i gl (20) () , (Binary classification)
ZiEneighk (x¢) wz(a:g)

. Zieneighk(me) l{yl - C}U}Z'<Q'Jg)

Yo = { arg max
cey Zieneighk,(wg) Wi ("Bf)

Zieneighk(wg) ylwl(xﬁ)

ziEneighk (zp) Wi (334) '

>

N[

. (Multi-class classification)

(Regression)

\
4.2. Algorithm Description and Complezity Analysis

The complete procedure is presented in Algorithm 1, which integrates the three major
components of our framework: weight estimation via LP, selection of the optimal number of
neighbors, and prediction for new data points based on the learned metric. In particular, the
feature weights a are learned during the training stage. For each candidate neighborhood
size k, the linear programming model defined in Theorem 1 is constructed on the internal
training subset and solved accordingly. The weight-learning process is considered complete
once the solver reaches an optimal solution under the specified constraints. The learned
weights are then fixed and used for prediction on the test data. This unified algorithm
therefore provides a complete and coherent workflow for implementing the proposed distance-

weighted KNN framework, from training to inference.
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The complete procedure is summarized in Algorithm 1. The algorithm consists of three
main stages: LP-based feature-weight learning, validation-based selection of the neighbor-
hood size, and prediction for new data points using the learned metric. Specifically, the
training data are first split into an internal training subset and an internal validation sub-
set. Let K = {2,...,9} denote the candidate set of neighborhood sizes. For each k € K,
the linear programming model in Theorem 1 is solved on the internal training subset to
obtain the corresponding learned weight vector &. The pair (k*, &) is then selected as
the validation-optimal neighborhood size and weight vector, namely the one achieving the
smallest validation error on the internal validation subset, where the superscript * denotes
the validation-optimal choice. Once selected, the learned weights are fixed and used for
prediction on new test points through the weighted KNN rule. This algorithm therefore
provides a complete workflow from training to inference for the proposed distance-weighted
KNN framework.

We analyze the computational complexity of Algorithm 1 by separating the training
and prediction phases. In the training phase, for each candidate neighborhood size k €
K, the method solves one LP to estimate the feature weights & and then evaluates the
corresponding validation error. The LP involves 2n + 9 decision variables, together with
2n inequality constraints for the absolute-error bounds, n equality constraints from the
linearized prediction function, n? inequality constraints for distance control, and ¥ positivity
constraints on the feature weights. Using a standard LP solver, the worst-case cost of one
solve is on the order of O(n?¥?) [38]. Therefore, if |K| candidate values are considered, the
total training cost is on the order of O(|K| n*¥?), with the LP step dominating the validation
cost.

At the prediction stage, once (k*, &*) has been selected, the learned weights are fixed
and no further optimization is required. For each query point, computing the weighted
distances to all n training samples requires O(n1)) operations, and the subsequent neighbor
selection and weighted aggregation remain of the same order as standard KNN. Hence, the
additional computational burden of the proposed framework is concentrated in the training

phase, while the test-time complexity remains comparable to classical KNN.

5. Theoretical Analysis

We analyze the proposed method under asymptotic conditions to verify its theoretical

validity. Specifically, we aim to show that the model preserves the locality principle of
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Algorithm 1: Weighted-KNN Algorithm for Prediction

Require: Training data {(x;,v;)}!,, candidate neighborhood set K.

1:

10:
11:

Split the training data once into internal training and validation subsets, with 20% of
the data used for validation; stratified splitting is used for classification tasks, whereas

a random split is used for regression tasks.

: Define weighted distance function d, as in Equation (1);

for each k in K do
Solve the LP in Equation (4) to obtain & by minimizing the linearized prediction

error subject to the constraints; feasibility is guaranteed by Theorem 1.

. end for

Select the validation-optimal pair (k*, &*) using the task-specific validation criterion
over k € K (e.g., accuracy for classification tasks and R? for regression tasks).
for each test point , do
Identify the k* nearest training samples of @, using dg-;
Compute neighbor weights via the distance-decay rule
wi(xy) = (1 + da- (i, 4)?) "V, see Figure 3. Predict fj, using the learned neighbor
weights: weighted majority vote for classification and weighted average for
regression.
end for

return Final predictions {g,}, learned weights &*, and selected k*.

KNN (see Section 5.1) and achieves Fisher consistency as the dataset size increases (see

Section 5.2).

5.1. Locality Preservation

A foundational principle of KNN-based methods is the locality assumption: points that

are closer in feature space should exert greater influence on predictions. In this section,

we show that the proposed weighted distance metric d, preserves this principle, thereby

ensuring that the model remains consistent with the core intuition of KNN.

First, we note that d, is continuous and satisfies: If @; — @, then d,(x;, ) — 0. This

continuity ensures that sufficiently similar inputs are assigned small distances, and thus

high influence in both training and prediction. We now show how this principle is explicitly

preserved during both the training and prediction stages of our model.
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(i) Training phase: the linearized surrogate prediction function (Equation (3)) is con-
structed as a weighted average over all training responses, where weights decrease
quadratically with distance. This ensures that the optimization process emphasizes

nearby points and suppresses those that are far, consistent with the locality principle.

(ii) Prediction phase: once the weights & are learned, inference is carried out using a
soft KNN rule (Equation (2)). Each neighbor’s contribution is scaled by a decreasing

function of distance (1 + d%)~'/*  ensuring that prediction remains localized.

Together, these mechanisms guarantee that the model preserves KNN’s locality structure
throughout, laying the theoretical foundation for the Fisher consistency result proved in the

next section.

5.2. Fisher Consistency

We establish that the proposed model is Fisher consistent—i.e., its predictions converge
to the Bayes optimal estimator as the sample size increases [39]. Following the classical KNN
asymptotic setting [40, 41], we assume n — oo, k — oo, and k/n — 0, and analyze whether
the learned predictor approaches the Bayes rule.

To begin, we examine the asymptotic behavior of the learned feature weights. Since the
weights ac are obtained via a data-dependent optimization process, their values may fluctuate
as new samples (x;,y;) are introduced. Ensuring Fisher consistency therefore requires that
the learned distance metric remains stable as the sample size increases. Theorem 2 shows
that the estimated weights converge to a limiting vector as n — oo (see supplementary

Section S3.2 for details).

Theorem 2 (Stability of the Weights). Let &(n, k) denote the solution of the LP in The-
orem 1 computed from n training samples and k nearest neighbors. Under the assumptions
of Theorem 1, and as n — oo, k — oo, and k/n — 0, the estimated weights converge to a
limiting vector &, that is,

a(n, k) — a.

Given this stability result, we now analyze the consistency of the resulting prediction
rule. Theorem 3 shows that, under the corresponding prediction rule in Definition 2, the
predictor g, converges to the Bayes-optimal rule under standard asymptotic conditions (see

supplementary Section S3.3 for details).
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Theorem 3 (Fisher Consistency). Under the assumptions of Theorem 1, and using the
prediction rule from Definition 2, the model satisfies Fisher consistency for any new input
xo. That is, §o —> h*(xy) asn — oo, k — oo, and k/n — 0, where h*(x,;) denotes the

Bayes-optimal prediction defined as follows:

)
1{P(Y =1| X =) >3}, (Binary classification)

h*(x¢) = q arg max ne(xe), (Multi-class classification)
ce

\IE[Y | X =) (Regression)

Importantly, the consistency result does not depend on the specific form of the learned
weights, but only requires that the resulting distance metric satisfies basic locality and pos-
itivity conditions. Although the theoretical guarantee holds under idealized asymptotic as-
sumptions—such as large sample sizes and vanishing k/n ratios—these conditions may not
always be satisfied in practical applications. Nevertheless, the proposed method remains
effective in finite-sample settings by minimizing empirical prediction error and adaptively
learning the weight vector a from data. This data-driven adaptation promotes better lo-
cal structure and neighbor selection, enhancing predictive performance even beyond the

asymptotic setting.

6. Simulation Study

This section evaluates the predictive performance of the proposed KNN algorithm us-
ing the Gurobi optimizer to solve the linearized objective. Euclidean distance is used to
calculate the feature distances, but alternative metrics can be adopted depending on the
application context. For each dataset, we conduct repeated random splits into training and
test sets. Within each training split, an internal validation subset is further generated to
select the neighborhood size k. For each candidate k, feature weights a are learned on the
corresponding internal training data via the proposed optimization model, and validation
performance is evaluated accordingly. The selected k and the associated learned weights are
then used to produce predictions on the outer test set. All simulations are conducted on a
MacBook Pro equipped with an Apple M4 processor, 16GB of RAM, running macOS Tahoe
26.3.
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6.1. Data Generation

We consider three data generation methods: linear, quadratic, and interaction scenarios.
Let there be n training points (the m validation points for performance computation will be
generated the same way), and ) features for each vector ;. The data generation formulas are
as follows, (i) Linear: y; = >7_ alzl + Z?:ﬁﬂ bzl 4 ¢, (i) Quadratic: y; = v al(x))? +
o LUl (a])? e, (i) Interaction: y; = >0 alal +320 L blad —1—2?:1 2?,:1 il gl e,
where i € {1,...,n 4+ m}, and € is an additive noise term on the response variable. For the
dataset generation, a’, b/ and s/’ " are drawn from a normal distribution A’ (0,10). If 2/ is
continuous, it is drawn from a normal distribution N'(0,1). If 2/ is discrete, it is drawn from
a uniform distribution with possible outcomes {0, 1,2}. The noise term ¢ follows N(0, 1).
To assess the predictive performance of the proposed models under different scenarios,
we consider various combinations of the number of samples and feature dimensions, including
n = 50,100,500 and ¥ = p + q = 4,6, 8, where ¥ represents the total number of variables.
Additionally, the scenarios are divided into three types based on the distribution of discrete
and continuous variables: (a) (p,q) = (9,0), (b) (p,q) = (9/2,9/2), and (c) (p,q) = (0,9).

For each setup, we perform 500 repetitions of data generation and use the proposed model

for fitting and prediction.

6.2. Fvaluation Criteria

Depending on whether y is continuous or categorical, different evaluation metrics are

used. For regression tasks, we evaluate the model using MSE and R?:

1 . S (v — Gi)?
MSE = — Y (y; — %)% and R*=1- &1 az
m ; Zi:l(yi - 9)2

where y; is the true value, y; is the predicted value, 3 is the mean of the target variable, and m

is the number of test samples. MSE measures the discrepancy between predicted and actual
values, with smaller values indicating better performance. R? indicates the proportion of
variance in the target variable explained by the model, with a value closer to 1 representing
a better fit. For classification tasks, we use accuracy and precision as the evaluation metric,
with higher values indicating better predictive performance. Note that this section focuses
on predictive performance for continuous target variables only; results for categorical targets

are reported in supplementary Section S5.2.
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6.3. Performance under Varying Sample Size and Feature Dimension

First, we present the predictive performance of the proposed model under different
scenarios and parameter settings. As an example, we showcase the results for scenario (b)
across various values of n and ¢, as shown in Figure 4. Detailed results for other scenarios are
provided in supplementary Section S5.1. Our conclusions are as follows: (1) As n increases,
the MSE almost always decreases, while the R? almost always increases. This trend occurs
because a larger sample size allows the model to better fit the data, thereby improving
predictive accuracy; (2) As ¥ increases, the MSE increases, while R? declines. This happens
because a higher 1 adds complexity to the model. However, if the sample size n grows faster

than ¥, MSE decreases, and R? improves.
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Figure 4: Predictive performance of the proposed method under linear-data scenario (b), measured by MSE

(left) and R? (right), across different sample sizes and feature dimensions 6.

6.4. Comparison with Other Methods

To illustrate the performance of the data-driven weighted-KNN method, we compare
it with three state-of-the-art methods. These methods were selected for their relevance and
practicality: they are widely cited in the literature, making them established benchmarks;
they are straightforward to implement, ensuring reproducibility; and they have demonstrated
strong performance on datasets similar to those used in our study, providing a robust basis

for comparison:

20



(i) Traditional KNN Method [40]: Neighbors are selected purely based on Euclidean

distance in the feature space, with equal weight assigned to each neighbor.

(ii) Similarity Measures Method [12]: this approach uses tailored similarity scores for
categorical features, such as Overlap, Occur-Frequency (OF), and Eskin measures.

These similarity scores replace Euclidean distance in the neighbor selection step.

(iii) Generalized Weighted Distance KNN (GwKNN) [19]: this method introduces learnable
weights for neighbors and features. The weights are optimized using a gradient-based
method to minimize prediction loss, adapting both neighbor contributions and feature

relevance.

Specific details and implementation procedures for these methods are provided in supple-
mentary Section S5.3. Next, we compare the predictive performance of these methods across
different scenarios in ¥ (Section 6.4.1), feature importance (Section 6.4.2), and response-noise
levels (Section 6.4.3).

6.4.1. Performance under Different Predictor Compositions

This section evaluates different methods under three predictor-composition scenarios:
continuous-only, continuous—discrete, and discrete-only predictors. Figure 5 presents a com-
parative analysis of these methods. Note that the R? score is reported only for the proposed
method and traditional KNN, as MSE measurements showed suboptimal performance for

the other methods. From this figure, we can draw the following conclusions:

e In Scenario (a), which involves only continuous data, the proposed method experiences
a slight decline in performance, reflected by marginally higher MSE and more variable
R? values. Although the proposed method shows slightly worse MSE compared to tra-
ditional KNN and GwKNN; it achieves better R? values. Furthermore, it significantly

outperforms similarity-based methods.

 In Scenario (b), which includes both continuous and discrete predictors, the proposed
method performs comparably to methods like KNN and GwKNN, particularly in terms
of consistency and reduced variability. It is important to note that we set a{ , b{ , cZ to
be drawn from N (0, 10), meaning that the weights for different data types are similar,
which aligns with the traditional KNN approach. This explains why the MSE results
are similar to ours. However, the proposed method has an advantage in terms of R2,
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as it adjusts the distance weights in a data-driven manner, allowing for better fitting

to the data.

e In Scenario (c), which involves only discrete data, the proposed method demonstrates
superior performance with lower MSE and higher R? values, even when compared to

methods that specialize in handling discrete data, such as similarity measures (Overlap,

Eskin, OF).

In summary, under the assumption of similar weights in the data generation mechanism, the
proposed method shows robust performance across all scenarios. It achieves nearly optimal

R? values, with MSE results comparable to the state-of-the-art methods.
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Figure 5: Comparison across methods under interaction-based data generation (¢ = 4, n + m = 500),

reporting MSE on a log scale (left) and R? (right) across scenarios (a—c).

6.4.2. Feature Importance Variation

In the previous section, we assume similar weights for different features. However, in
practice, some features may be more important, as shown by the examples in Section 1.
Therefore, in this section, we adjust the weights of each feature (a!,, etc.) and regenerate
the simulated data to examine how varying feature importance affects model fitting and
prediction performance. Figure 6 presents the predictive performance results in the scenario

with interaction, where we set two special cases: one with larger weights for continuous
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variables and smaller weights for discrete variables, and the other with the opposite configu-
ration. The results show that when feature weights are highly imbalanced, the performance
of other methods decreases, mainly because the less important features affect model fitting
and predictions. In contrast, our method automatically adjusts weights in a data-driven
manner, ensuring prediction accuracy and reliability, further confirming its robustness in

handling varying feature importance distributions.
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Figure 6: Predictive performance in Scenario (b) with an interaction-based model (n + m = 100, ¥ = 4)
under two feature-importance settings (a)—(b). MSE (log scale, left) and R? (right) are reported to illustrate

how varying feature importance affects different methods.

6.4.3. Noise Sensitivity Analysis

This section focuses on the impact of varying response-noise levels on the predictive
performance of different methods. Using Scenario (c¢) as an example, Figure 7 shows the
predictive performance of different methods under varying noise levels with 9 =4, n+m =
200, and interaction-based data generation. Note that the GwWKNN method is excluded from
the simulation due to difficulties in determining appropriate tuning parameters 5 and 7 (a
limitation of this method), which leads to consistently low R? values across all scenarios. The
results show that the proposed method exhibits robust performance across all noise variances,
with lower MSE and higher R? values. As the response-noise variance increases from 1 to 10,
the predictive performance of all methods, including the proposed one, decreases. However,
our method maintains the best MSE and R? values, indicating its relative resilience to
noise. This indicates that while all methods are affected by noise, the proposed method is

less sensitive, underscoring its robustness.
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Figure 7: Predictive performance across different methods under varying noise levels in Scenario (¢) with
¥ = 4 and n + m = 200, based on interaction-based data generation. MSE (log scale, left) and R? (right)

are reported for different noise settings.

7. Case Study

In this section, we evaluate the proposed data-driven weighted KNN method on real-
world datasets from diverse domains (e.g., medical, political, and industrial applications)
and compare it with a set of representative KNN-based methods. We further include several
recent state-of-the-art KNN variants for classification, namely LMGL-FkNN [20], LIWKNN
[21], WPRKNN [22], EDWkNN [23]. In addition, we consider LMSL-FKNN and CMDW-
FkNN, both proposed in [24], the double-weighted kNN (DWkLNN) [28], as well as two
ensemble-based extensions, ExNRule-kNN [25] and ORP-ExNRule-kNN [26]. Unless other-
wise specified, we use the default parameter settings suggested in the corresponding papers.
It should be noted that several of these baselines are specifically designed for classifica-
tion tasks. In contrast, the proposed method focuses on learning feature weights through
a unified optimization framework and constructing a data-adaptive distance metric. The
comparison therefore serves to evaluate the effectiveness of the learned distance in different

prediction settings.

7.1. Multiple Datasets Analysis

Table 3 summarizes these datasets, including the number of training and test samples,

the number of categorical and numerical predictors, the response type, and the application
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domain. Sample sizes correspond to the processed datasets actually used in the experiments.
Among the benchmark datasets, ten have categorical responses and four have continuous
responses, allowing us to evaluate the proposed framework under different prediction set-
tings. It should be noted that no additional preprocessing mechanism is introduced as part
of the proposed method. We only use the numerical representations already available in the
datasets where applicable, so that all distance-based methods can be applied in the same
input space. The same data representation is used for all competing methods to ensure a fair
comparison. More background information on these datasets can be found in Supplementary
Section S6.1. For reproducibility, we provide the raw data and corresponding analysis code
in the GitHub repository!.

The experimental protocol described in the previous section is consistently applied to
all benchmark datasets. All competing methods are evaluated under the same repeated
train/test split protocol and the same data representation, and test-label information is not
used during model updating or prediction. Results are reported as the mean and standard
deviation over 10 random train/test splits. In each repetition, the number of neighbors
k is varied from 2 to 9. Depending on the type of y, appropriate evaluation metrics are
adopted: for regression tasks, MSE and R? are reported; for classification tasks, accuracy
and precision are used.

Table 4 and Table 5 report the regression and classification results, respectively, across
the benchmark datasets. From these results, the proposed method can be seen to remain
competitive and relatively stable across the benchmark datasets, whereas some baseline
methods show greater variability, especially on regression datasets with continuous re-
sponses. To assess the statistical significance of performance differences between the pro-
posed method and representative baseline methods, we employed the Wilcoxon signed-rank
test. The statistical testing procedure is summarized as follows: (i) For each dataset, 10
repeated random train—test splits were generated. (ii) For each split, the best-performing &
was selected for each method. (iii) Performance differences between the proposed method
and each baseline were evaluated across the 10 splits using the Wilcoxon signed-rank test.
Table 6 summarizes these test results. A filled circle () indicates that the proposed method
significantly outperforms the corresponding baseline at the 5% level, while an open circle (o)

indicates no significant difference. “~” denotes cases where the corresponding comparison is

'https://github.com/Liangliangzhuang/WeightedKNN
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Table 3: Summary of the benchmark datasets used in the experiments, including sample splits, feature
types, output type, and application domain. Sample sizes correspond to the processed datasets used in
the experiments. Detailed dataset descriptions and source links are provided in supplementary material
Section S6.1.

Categorical Numerical

Dataset Training Test Variables  Variablos y Domain
House Votes 348 87 16 0 Categorical Politics
Tonosphere 280 71 0 34 Categorical Physics
Steel Industry 876 219 6 6 Categorical Industry
Pima Indians 614 154 0 8 Categorical Medical
Liver Disorder 466 117 1 9 Categorical Medical
Iris 120 30 0 4 Categorical Biology
Heart Disease 237 60 6 7 Categorical Medical
Australian Credit 552 138 8 6 Categorical Finance
Sonar 166 42 0 60 Categorical Defense
Balance Scale 500 125 4 0 Categorical Education
Insurance 1070 268 3 3 Continuous Finance
Servo 134 33 2 2 Continuous Industry
Concrete Strength 824 206 0 8 Continuous Civil Engineering
Airfoil Self-Noise 1202 301 0 5 Continuous Aerospace

Table 4: Regression results (mean £ std) of all methods across benchmark datasets.

Method Insurance Servo Concrete Strength — Airfoil Self-Noise
Proposed Model ~ 0.642 4+ 0.334 0.779 £ 0.108 0.685 + 0.047 0.867 £ 0.055
Traditional KNN 0.135 £ 0.047 0.674 £ 0.100 0.682 £ 0.049 0.868 + 0.047
Overlap KNN 0.606 + 0.052 0.689 + 0.114 0.549 + 0.061 0.167 £+ 0.053
Eskin KNN 0.619 + 0.061 0.774 + 0.089 0.572 £ 0.058 0.254 + 0.064
OF KNN 0.614 + 0.036 0.731 + 0.115 0.157 £ 0.092 0.132 + 0.055
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Table 5: Classification results (mean =+ std) of all methods across benchmark datasets.

Method House Votes Tonosphere Pima Indians  Liver Disorder Iris Heart Disease  Australian Credit Sonar Balance Scale
Proposed Model 0.953 £ 0.016  0.883 & 0.047 0.710 &+ 0.048  0.672 £ 0.041  0.967 + 0.027  0.690 + 0.085 0.678 £ 0.025 0.788 £ 0.057  0.836 & 0.026
Traditional KNN 0.944 £ 0.013  0.877 £ 0.031  0.710 + 0.049  0.674 £ 0.034  0.957 + 0.039  0.645 + 0.066 0.687 + 0.036 0.798 £ 0.064  0.868 £ 0.014
Overlap KNN 0.587 £ 0.069 0.559 £ 0.143 0.530 £ 0.154  0.584 £+ 0.202  0.333 &+ 0.000  0.500 % 0.035 0.523 £ 0.056 0.510 £ 0.023  0.459 + 0.004
Eskin KNN 0.939 £ 0.014 0.724 £ 0.157  0.639 4+ 0.024  0.679 £ 0.024  0.883 + 0.059 0.770 + 0.054 0.841 + 0.022 0.531 £ 0.070  0.806 + 0.036
OF KNN 0.945 £ 0.020  0.510 & 0.191  0.612 4+ 0.040  0.704 £ 0.006 ~ 0.720 + 0.107  0.792 + 0.065 0.854 + 0.021 0.474 £ 0.065 0.805 £ 0.026
Generalized Weighted KNN  0.944 &+ 0.013  0.846 £ 0.039 0.719 & 0.040  0.662 &= 0.040 0.967 £ 0.035 0.635 £ 0.067 0.687 £ 0.046 0.800 £ 0.080 0.858 % 0.020
LMGL-FKNN 0.920 £ 0.031  0.793 & 0.028  0.603 4+ 0.042  0.593 £ 0.059  0.887 + 0.071  0.553 + 0.082 0.607 £ 0.040 0.626 £ 0.087  0.806 £ 0.042
LIWKNN 0.937 £ 0.019  0.862 & 0.034 0.702 + 0.031  0.647 £ 0.040  0.960 + 0.031  0.600 + 0.056 0.670 + 0.034 0.819 £ 0.066  0.826 + 0.029
WPRKNN 0.932 £0.022 0.830 = 0.038 0.714 £ 0.048 0.673 £ 0.030 0.973 £ 0.026  0.637 = 0.078 0.681 £ 0.029 0.764 £ 0.087 0.890 £ 0.011
EDWKNN 0.941 £ 0.019  0.869 & 0.030  0.706 &+ 0.033  0.652 £ 0.051  0.957 + 0.032  0.603 + 0.034 0.658 + 0.034 0.819 £ 0.060  0.815 £ 0.049
LMSL-FKNN 0.949 + 0.024 0.882 & 0.039  0.706 + 0.031  0.668 + 0.051  0.963 + 0.033  0.608 + 0.032 0.677 + 0.034 0.829 + 0.052 0.874 4 0.021
CMDW-FKNN 0.923 £0.025 0.848 £ 0.042 0.718 £ 0.045 0.662 £ 0.042  0.970 & 0.029  0.630 + 0.051 0.676 + 0.032 0.743 £ 0.076  0.868 £ 0.010
ExNRule-kNN 0.932 £ 0.018 0.930 £ 0.028 0.713 £ 0.019 0.713 £ 0.016  0.963 + 0.037 0.790 + 0.068 0.846 + 0.023 0.819 £ 0.053  0.855 + 0.021
ORP-ExNRule-kNN 0.947 £ 0.016  0.917 & 0.030  0.714 4+ 0.036  0.665 £ 0.028  0.973 + 0.026  0.642 + 0.069 0.691 + 0.028 0.800 £ 0.057  0.860 4 0.015
DWKNN 0.953 £ 0.021  0.885 & 0.036  0.693 + 0.044  0.709 £ 0.000  0.667 + 0.000 0.672 + 0.033 0.587 + 0.025 0.845 £ 0.045  0.450 £ 0.016

not available. The complete results are reported in the supplementary material.

Overall, the proposed method demonstrates competitive and relatively stable perfor-
mance across the benchmark datasets. Clear advantages are observed on datasets such as
Tonosphere, Steel, and Heart-Cleveland, where the proposed method significantly outper-
forms several baseline methods. By contrast, on datasets such as Pima and Iris, the number
of statistically significant improvements is more limited, suggesting that performance dif-
ferences among competing KNN variants are comparatively small on these datasets. For
regression datasets such as Servo and Concrete, the proposed method also remains compet-

itive against several available baselines.

Table 6: Statistical significance comparison (representative datasets) between the proposed method and
baseline methods based on the Wilcoxon signed-rank test. e indicates that the proposed method significantly
outperforms the corresponding baseline at the 5% level, o indicates no significant difference, and “~” denotes

unavailable comparisons.

Dataset Traditional Overlap Eskin  OF GwKNN LMGL-FKNN LIWKNN WPRKNN EDWKNN LMSL-FKNN CMDW-FkNN ExNRule-kNN  ORP-ExNRule-kNN  DWKNN
House Votes o . o o o . . . o o . . o o
Tonosphere o . o . . . o . o o . o o o
Steel Industry o . . . o . . o . ° o . . o
Pima o . . . o . o o o o o o o o
Tris o . . . o . o o o o o o o .
Heart Disease o . o o o . . o . . . o o o
Servo . . o o o - - - - - - - - —
Concrete o . . . .

Besides predictive performance, we evaluate computational efficiency by reporting the

average training and prediction times of all methods on the real-world datasets (full results
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are provided in the supplementary material). From a theoretical complexity perspective,
let n denote the number of training samples, v the number of features, k& the number of
nearest neighbors, and C' the number of classes. For traditional KNN and most distance-
weighted KNN variants, the dominant cost in the prediction stage comes from computing
distances between the query and all training samples, resulting in a per-query complexity
of O(nv). For EDWKNN;, this order remains unchanged, with only a small additional cost
for weight computation. For LMGL-FKkNN and LMSL-FkNN, although extra local-mean
or membership computations are involved, the prediction complexity can be approximately
written as O(nv + Ckv), which is still dominated by O(nv) in the same asymptotic sense.
In contrast, methods such as LIWKNN, WPRkKNN, and CMDW-FkNN introduce additional
weighting or membership computations during training or preprocessing, while ExNRule-
kNN and ORP-ExNRule-kNN further increase both training and prediction costs through
ensemble construction, random projection, and model selection.

In the main text, we focus on prediction time, since test-time efficiency is particularly
important in practical applications. Figure 8 shows the average prediction time of different
methods across the real-world datasets, while the average training time is reported in the
supplementary material. The proposed method achieves competitive and stable prediction
time across datasets. This is because inference only requires weighted distance computations
using the learned feature weights and does not introduce additional test-time optimization,
making the method suitable for scenarios with offline training and frequent or latency-

sensitive prediction.

7.2. Detailed Analysis of Insurance Dataset

Next, we take the Insurance dataset as an example to explain why the proposed
method achieves superior predictive performance. Table 7 shows the feature weights ob-
tained through the proposed data-driven methods (rounded), where the Smoker feature has
a significant impact on the prediction. To further validate this, we examine the performance
of traditional KNN with only one feature retained (see Figure 9(a)) and only one feature
excluded (see Figure 9(b)). The results confirm that the Smoker feature is crucial for the
output: when considered alone, the R? value exceeds that of traditional KNN, while remov-
ing it drops the R? below 0.1. These findings highlight the significant imbalance in feature
importance within this dataset. Traditional KNN performs poorly because it assumes equal

importance for all features, and redundant weights negatively affect the results. As for the
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Figure 8: Average prediction time across multiple real-world datasets. Each marker corresponds to the mean
test time of a method aggregated over repeated train—test splits (log-scale on the y-axis). The proposed

method is highlighted with a red star for visual emphasis.

GwKNN method, its strength lies in parameter tuning to achieve optimal performance, but
its adjustment capability is limited for this type of dataset and it may not reach the best out-
come. In contrast, similarity-based methods improve the performance of traditional KNN,
particularly in handling discrete variables. However, compared to these methods, the pro-
posed method assigns a weight to each feature and dynamically adjusts the weights through
a linear optimization approach, better fitting the data and delivering superior predictive

performance despite the imbalance in feature importance.

Table 7: Estimated feature weights for the Insurance dataset using the proposed method with & = 5 (values
scaled by 1075 for readability).

Age Gender Bmi Children Smoker Region

Weight 43 =1.00 G, =100 a3=100 & =100 a5=>5.00x10* &g =1.00

8. Conclusion

This study presents a data-driven KNN model that uses an optimized weighted distance
to learn feature relevance from data. By applying weights to both distance calculations and
neighbor contributions, it corrects imbalanced feature importance and improves similarity

measurement across continuous and categorical variables. A novel optimization reformulates
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Figure 9: R? of traditional KNN on the Insurance dataset under two feature-ablation settings: keeping only

one feature (a) and removing one feature (b).

the learning objective in linear form and solves it via an LP framework, allowing feature
weights to adjust dynamically to the data’s distribution. Theoretical analysis further verifies
the core KNN assumption of “similarity by proximity” and demonstrates Fisher consistency.
These empirical results should be interpreted from the perspective of distance learning: the
proposed method aims to construct a task-adaptive weighted distance that can be used
with standard KNN prediction rules for different response types. Key findings include: (a)
Predictive performance steadily improves as sample size grows, maintaining low error. (b)
Across different predictor compositions, varying feature importance, and noisy conditions,
the proposed method shows competitive performance in terms of stability and accuracy
relative to benchmark KNN-based methods (c¢) Across several real-world datasets, the pro-
posed method demonstrates competitive predictive performance, particularly on datasets
with heterogeneous feature importance.

Although the proposed framework demonstrates improved predictive performance and
interpretability, several limitations merit further investigation. From a computational per-
spective, the proposed framework learns weights through a unified optimization model, where
the original problem is approximated and reformulated as a linear program to improve
tractability. This provides a principled and theoretically grounded way to jointly learn the
weighting structure, but still makes training more expensive than classical KNN, particularly
for datasets with larger sample sizes. Future work may therefore explore more scalable vari-
ants, such as subsampling, prototype selection, parallel LP solvers, or decomposition-based

strategies. In addition, while the model reduces manual parameter tuning by learning feature
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weights in a data-driven manner, the choice of neighborhood size £ may still influence perfor-
mance in practice; adaptive or data-driven strategies for selecting k (e.g., validation-based
rules or locally adaptive neighborhoods) are therefore worth exploring. Finally, when the
number of categorical features is extremely large, when the associated categories are highly
diverse, or when the observed responses are affected by label noise, additional strategies
such as feature screening, embedding/representation learning, robust label-noise handling,
or hybrid preprocessing pipelines may be needed to further improve efficiency and robust-
ness. Recent advances in anti-noisy-label learning for fuzzy classification on imbalanced data
[42] may provide useful directions for such extensions. For applications where categorical
responses are of primary interest, an interesting future direction is to integrate the proposed

distance-learning framework with classification-specific aggregation or calibration strategies.
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